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never reached the ears of the public, and I myself disclose
it now for the first time.
If I have stopped to relate the incident, which may
appear to practical minds as rather insignificant, it is
because I am sure that it produced a profound impression
upon Nicholas IL, and contributed perhaps to increase
his natural tendency toward fatalism and superstition.
He saw in it a warning of the trials which he had resolved
to bear, as coming from the divine will, and which even-
tually he did bear, in fact, with extraordinary calmness
and resignation.
The few years following the coronation at Moscow
were the only relatively calm and prosperous years of
his reign. During this period the character of Nicholas
II. gradually developed into the definite form which
manifested itself in the epoch marked by the beginnings
of the revolutionary movement in 1905 and by the
Russo-Japanese war.
There were many influences that shaped this un-
favourable development of the Emperor's character : a
persistence of the impression made upon a feeble and
sensitive nature by the dominating will of -the Emperor
Alexander III.; systematic effort on the part of the
former counsellors of his father to preserve the tradi-
tions of the preceding reign; later, the pernicious
promprtings of frivolous and servile ministers like M.
Sipiaguine, or so unscrupulous as M. Plehve, and of mere
adventurers like M. Bezobrazoff; lastly, and above all,
the empire over a mystical and superstitious nature
of a feminine mind stronger than his, but even more
steeped in mysticism, so that both fell victims to the
hypnotic powers of such impostors as the medium
Philippe and the peasant Raspoutine.
Even if we concede a certain respect to statesmen